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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 01056 231046Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-Ol AGRE-00 HEW-06 MED-03 AID-05 IGA-02 SS-15 
L-03 H-02 /096W 

231101Z 052925/10 

P R 231026Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6974 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 1056 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUB J : CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . IN SRI LANKA PENALTIES FOR POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA VERY 
LENIENT. TRAFFICKERS, PARTICULARLY FIRST TIME OFFENDERS, 

FINED W/O IMPRISONMENT DEPENDING ON QUANTITY OF MARIHUANA SEIZED. 

2. UNDER SRI LANKAN LAW, ALL NARCOTICS INCLUDING MARIHUANA 
FALL UNDER THE POISONS. OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS ORDINANCE 
OF 1929. FINES AND/OR IMPRISONMENT ARE DETERMINED BY THE 
COURTS. IF CONVICTED IN MAGISTRATES COURT FINE MAY NOT EXCEED 
RS.1000 (US $137.94) AND/OR 1 YEAR IMPRISONMENT. IN DISTRICT 
COURT. FINE MAY NOT EXCEED RS.5000 (US $689.72) AND/OR THREE 
YEARS IMPRISONMENT. IN SUPREME COURT FINE NOT TO EXCEED 

RS. 10,000 (US $1379.44) AND OR TEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT. 

3. PROCEEDINGS AGAINST NARCOTICS VILATORS GENERALLY INITIATED IN 
MAGISTRATES COURT. IF MAJOR VIOLATION COMMITTED IT IS RE- 
FERRED TO EITHER DISTRICT OR SUPREME COURTS WHERE HIGHER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 01056 231046Z 

PENALTIES MAY BE LEVIED. 

4. FINES ARE LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF THE COURT JUDGES. NO 
SET FINE LEVIED FOR NARCOTICS VIOLATION. GENERALLY FIRST 
OFFENDERS CHARGED WITH SIMPLE POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA ARE GIVEN 
WARNING OR LIGHT FINE OF RS.100 (US $13.79). TRAFFICKERS ARE 

DEALT WITH MORE SEVERELY WITH FINES AND OR IMPRISONMENT DEPENDING 
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ON QUANTITY SEIZED AND NUMBER OF OFFENCES. 

REED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG CONTROL, LAW, MARIJUANA 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977COLOMB01056 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770099-0405 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770332/aaaabbmk.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e7a7aab3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SNM 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 57902 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3027834 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 
TAGS: SNAR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e7a7aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
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